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Accident made Custine's ideas known, and Servan sent orders
to Biron to allow his subordinate to make an advance into
Germany with a force to be called the Army of the Vosges.

Custine then selected a  division of regular infantry, a
division of cavalry, and a battalion of the best volunteers of
Alsace; and with them he crossed the Rhine, and drove the
war into the enemy's  country.      The   German princelings
whose territories he entered were quite unable to make any
resistance.    The old episcopal city of Spires surrendered on
September 23, and the gates of Worms were opened on the
following day,  by  friends in  the  city.     Custine at once
announced that the French soldiery came to bring liberty to
the inhabitants and freedom "from the  oppression of their
feudal lords, the Bishops of Spires and Worms; and he further
showed his disposition by inflicting a fine and war contribu-
tion on the cities, of 600,000 and 1,200,000 francs respectively,
half of which sums were to be paid by the bishops, and the
other half by the municipalities.    The  Alsatian volunteers
whom he had brought with him, and who spoke German,
soon made friends with the inhabitants of the towns, and the
advance of the French army was followed in both cities by
the establishment of a revolutionary municipality, and fre-
quently by the sacking of the houses of the rich bourgeois by
the poorer inhabitants and the French volunteers together.
When  the  money  Custine  had exacted   arrived in Paris,
nothing but applause for his gallant dash into the enemy's
country was heard, both in the Jacobins' and the Conventi6n,
but he was not yet made commander-in-chief of the Army of
the Rhine in the place of Biron.    Custine was not satisfied
with these bloodless conquests, and hoped to seize a yet more
important place.   This was Mayence, one of the strongest
fortresses on the Rhine, and the capital of the elector-arch-
bishops.    The city had been quite emptied of troops after the
congress of the German princes there in the previous July,
for it was supposed by them that there was no fear of the
French daring to invade Germany, and that, if they did, the
strong walls of Mayence and the elector's own troops could